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Write around the globe
Kieran Guilbert has come a long
way since his days interning at The
Guernsey Press as a young, aspiring
writer. The Guernsey-born journalist
is now news editor for the Thomson
Reuters Foundation in London, a post
he recently took up after spending
two years working in Senegal as a
West Africa correspondent.
Jessamy Baldwin reports

Taking a photo of a Nigerian woman and her baby, who had fled from
Boko Haram in north-east Nigeria.

Kieran in northeastern Nigeria with the award-winning writer Adaobi
Tricia Nwaubani, covering the Boko Haram insurgency together.

This
malnourished
baby was
fortunate to
have been
taken to a
health centre
amid the
Boko Haram
insurgency
in Northeast
Nigeria.

Several women waiting to discuss birth control with a midwife in rural
Senegal.

‘I had the privilege of reporting on
humanitarian issues across about 10
countries, from post-Ebola recovery in
Liberia and the Boko Haram insurgency
in Nigeria to refugee crises in Cameroon
and Niger and the economic migration of
young men from Senegal to Europe’
These
girls were
impatient
and excited
to learn
when
makeshift
schools
were
opened in
a refugee
camp in
northeast
Nigeria.

Liberian 12-year-old Meama lost both her parents to Ebola but
was taken in by a kind stranger who considers Meama as her own
daughter.

Ezekiel Kalapelee was a burial worker in Liberai during the Ebola
epidemic and still has nightmares about the deaths he witnessed.

Kieran Guilbert on
assignment in
south-eastern Senegal,
covering the economic
migration of young men
from Africa to Europe.
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O SAY that 26-year-old Kieran Guilbert
has been ‘busy’ in recent years would
be a major understatement. He has
interviewed the President of Niger,
written on Ebola in Liberia and lived in
Senegalese villages for several weeks
to document economic migration of young men
to Europe. Now back on UK soil, Kieran leads
the Thomson Reuuters Foundation’s coverage
of modern-day slavery and human trafficking in
addition to his editing responsibilities.
After completing his A-levels at the Grammar
School and graduating from his journalism and
French degree from the University of Sheffield in
2013, Kieran joined the foundation as a Londonbased reporter in 2014 before moving to Senegal in
October 2015.
Writing and the need to tell stories has been
integral to Kieran’s identity for as long as he can
remember.
‘I knew from a young age that I wanted to be a
writer, ideally a novelist, but my parents said
journalism might provide a little more stability –
and they were probably right.
‘As a teenager, I sought out work experience in
various newsrooms, from the Guernsey Press to
the Press Association and the Irish Times,
and I was hooked straight away, it was
such a rush.’
A ‘second language, strong
work ethic, desire to learn
and challenge myself and
a sense of adventure’ all
helped him get to where
he is today, he says.
His new role back in the
UK after two ‘incredible
Kieran interviewing the
UK’s anti-slavery chief
at HQ in Canary Wharf.

years’ in Senegal is a far cry from his working life
in Dakar.
‘I just moved back to London – my flight got in
at 10pm on a Sunday night and I started my new
role at 8am the next day, talk about no rest for the
wicked. I’m staying with my cousin in West Ham
while I search for my own place, which is proving
very stressful and a far cry from flat-hunting in
Dakar, where references, contracts, deposits and
admin fees don’t really exist.
‘Senegal was such a warm,
welcoming and wonderful
place to call home. I had
the privilege of reporting
on humanitarian
issues across about
10 countries, from
post-Ebola recovery in
Liberia and the Boko
Haram insurgency in
Nigeria to refugee
crises in Cameroon
and Niger and the
economic migration of
young men from Senegal
to Europe.’
Kieran now helps to
manage a team of about
45 journalists
and dozens of
stringers
worldwide,
covering
issues
including
women’s
rights,
climate
change
and
land
rights.

‘It’s been a complete shift in responsibilities. In
Senegal, I only focused on West Africa as my patch,
and was largely left to my own devices to cover
the stories I deemed most newsworthy. I would be
looking for several short, spot stories each week
while meeting contacts for coffees – or sometimes
cocktails – and constantly planning my next
reporting trip in the region.’
Kieran says he can ‘barely keep count’ of the many
highlights he experienced working and travelling
around West Africa.
‘I had the honour of interviewing the President
of Niger, hearing inspirational stories of people
rebuilding their lives and businesses in Liberia
after Ebola, and living in Senegalese villages for
several weeks to document the economic migration
of young men to Europe. I listened, learned and
laughed a lot, saw some stunning sunsets and
made good friends along the way.
‘On the flip side, I also had some pretty
harrowing and unpleasant experiences, which
stick in my mind. I was threatened by sex
traffickers in Senegal while trying to speak to
the women under their control, encountered
young children in hospital whose limbs were
blown off after being hit by an air strike in northeast Nigeria, and was briefly detained by the
Mauritanian government because they don’t really
like journalists.’
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n his new role, Kieran helps direct the
foundation’s coverage from all corners of the
globe and makes sure they have their finger
on the pulse and are ‘proactive rather than just
reactive when it comes to the big stories’.
‘I am always following as much news as possible,
scouting out various sources to see how we can put
our own spin or a deeper analysis of the big stories
of the day or week, such as the recent #MeToo
campaign.
‘On an average day, I’ll be having planning
meetings with our reporters in headquarters,
be on the phone to discuss ideas with our
foreign correspondents, and working on my own
investigations and features about modern slavery
– whether it is about sex traffickers using listings
websites to sell children, men forced to work in

car washes for no pay or foreign domestic workers
trapped in the homes of their abusive employers.
He says he loves the ‘pace, dynamism and intensity
of working in a major newsroom’.
‘It’s a bit of a cliché, but in journalism, no two
days at work are ever the same. I really enjoy the
juggling act of covering big, breaking stories on a
daily basis while also working on longer-term and
long-form pieces.
‘The main challenge is ensuring we always stay
on the ball and that nothing passes us by, while
also trying to put our own fresh angle on major
developments and trends.’
For any aspiring journalists out there, Kieran has a
few pieces of advice up his sleeve.
‘First of all, try to read a wide variety of proper,
quality journalism every day and write as often
as possible – whether it’s jotting down thoughts
and experiences in a notebook, keeping a blog or
sharing insightful or witty observations on social
media.
‘Second, seek out your niche or area of interest or
expertise, build up ideas and contacts, and try to
make a name for yourself in that field.
‘Lastly, be prepared to roll up your sleeves, put in
long days and toil away until you get your first
break, or your foot in the door somewhere. Don’t be
afraid to nag news organisations and editors for a
chance.’
The future certainly looks bright for this young
journo from the Rock, and he has a few exciting
projects on the horizon too.
‘I am very excited to be working on a series about
the links between technology, human trafficking
and modern slavery, which will involve multimedia
reporting from countries including India, Vietnam,
The Philippines, and the United States, among
others. I also have a few investigative stories on the
go.
‘On a personal level, I would love to get my rusty
Spanish up to scratch and spend a year or two
freelancing across South America. Career-wise, I’d
love to one day test myself as a journalist properly
in a major conflict; say Syria, South Sudan or
Yemen for example.
‘And then maybe one day… focus on that book that
I’ve always wanted to write since I was a kid.’

‘It’s a bit of a cliché, but in journalism, no two
days at work are ever the same. I really enjoy
the juggling act of covering big, breaking stories
on a daily basis while also working on longer-term
and long-form pieces’

This little
boy was all
smiles in
a camp in
north-east
Nigeria for
people who
had been
forced
to flee
the Boko
Haram
insurgency.

This unique school in north-east Nigeria welcomes children born to
Boko Haram fighters to learn alongside those orphaned by the Islamist
group’s eight-year-old insurgency.

Kieran’s thoughts on newspapers:
‘From a business perspective, the future looks bleak for newspapers
with circulation falling and advertising revenues on the wane. But the
romantic in me hopes people will continue to feel a connection to the
physical paper that can’t be replaced by computers and smartphones.’
When he’s back in Guernsey:
‘I go back two or three times a year, mainly summer and Christmas.
During the summer, I love to spend evenings at Cobo having fish and
chips on the beach and a quick sunset swim. Around Christmas, I
enjoy live music at the Cock and Bull and fantastic meals out at the
likes of Red and the Slaughterhouse. It’s hard to beat the clean, fresh
Guernsey air and clear starry nights.’
Favourite quotes:
‘Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out and to
remove all doubt.’
‘Journalism is printing what someone else does not want printed.’
Who inspires you:
‘Any journalist, activist or human rights defender that risks their
freedom or life to shine a light on injustice and hold those that commit
atrocities against innocent people to account.’
What is your favourite book, song, movie, colour, place you’ve
travelled:
Book: A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara.
Song: Dirty Paws by Of Monsters and Men.
Movie: Snatch.
Colour: Purple.
Place: Vietnam.
Describe your perfect day off:
‘Surfing, playing any sport, fresh seafood and sundowners on the
beach, then a house night.’
Three things you would take to a desert island:
‘A Kindle loaded with books or a suitcase full of them, paper and pens,
and a friendly volleyball.’
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